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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


Subject: Parole of Additional Numbers of 

Vietnamese into the U.S. 


You have now expressed your intent to exercise parole 
authority for 130,000 Vietnamese and, Cambodians fleeing 
their Communist-dominated countries. The basis for this 
parole was to be relationship to U.S. citizens and resident 
aliens, plus several categories of Vietnamese and Cambodians 
fearful of reprisal from the Communists because of their 
association with us. 

However, I understand that we are now faced by an 
entirely new dimension of the problem with approximately 
69,000 Vietnamese people who have escaped by sea. I under¬ 
stand that of this number, some 39,000 are aboard U.S. flag 
vessels and some 30,000 aboard Vietnamese flag vessels. To 
all intents and purposes, those people are now in dire 
straits and constitute stateless persons. I wish to assist 
them. 

I would therefore appreciate your considering the 
exercise of your parole authority, after due consultation 
with the appropriate Congressional bodies for an overall 
number of 150,000 Vietnamese and Cambodians who have fled 
their countries. While that figure could be exceeded, I 
have nevertheless asked the Secretary of State to make every 
effort to ask other nations to share this burden. -We shall 
keep the Congress informed of our progress in this effort. 
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